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Open Access: A Brief Overview  
IPFW is an Equal Opportunity/Equal Access University. 
• Open Access is the free, immediate, online 
availability of research articles, coupled with the 
rights to use these articles fully in the digital 
environment. 
 
• OA literature is digital, online, free of charge, and 
free of most copyright and licensing restrictions. 
What makes it possible is the internet and the 
consent of the author or copyright-holder.  
 
 
IPFW is an Equal Opportunity/Equal Access University. 
Why Open Access? 
  People engage and invest in research in order to 
accelerate the pace of scientific discovery, 
encourage innovation, enrich education, and 
stimulate the economy – to improve the public 
good.   
 Communication of the results of research is an 
essential component of the research process; 
research can only advance by sharing the 
results, and the value of an investment in 
research is only maximized through wide use of 
its results. 
 
IPFW is an Equal Opportunity/Equal Access University. 
Many different initiatives have shown that open 
access is economically feasible, it gives readers 
extraordinary power to find and make use of 
relevant literature, and that it gives authors and 
their works vast and measurable new visibility, 
readership and impact.  
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Snapshot of Database Costs at IPFW 
• ACM $4,629 
• Compendex $21,272  
• IEEE Xplore $36,750 
• Web of Science $20,144 
• ASP $9,210 
• ABI/INFORM $15,019 
• Criminology: a SAGE Full-text Collection $13,516 
• CINAHL Plus with Full Text $8,778 
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Beware – emergence of Predators 
• Criteria for Determining Predatory Open-Access 
Publishers http://scholarlyoa.com/2012/11/30/criteria-for-determining-predatory-open-access-
publishers-2nd-edition/ 




• Directory of Open Access Journals Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ). 
 
• Traditional Publishers are giving the Open Access option 
to authors – pay a fee. 
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